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4 First Steps to Recovery
Soldiers are helping repair the physical damage
that is apparent everywhere throughout post-
Taliban Afghanistan.

6 The Quick-Fix and Beyond
The Coalition Joint Civil-Military Operations
Task Force helps coordinate the efforts of relief
agencies working in Afghanistan.

8 Water Works
Providing the Afghan people with wells, pumps
and other water-supply facilities helps promote
health, farm production and political stability.

9 A Handsome Man
Perhaps the oldest U.S. service member in
Afghanistan, COL Narayan Desmukh is also
one of the most dedicated.

14 Updating the OER System
An eight-month review of the
officer evaluation system has
prompted some key changes.

15 Veterans Day Message
The secretary and chief of staff of
the Army honor veterans and their
families.

16 Personalizing the Past
The Veterans History Project is
helping ensure that important
personal stories are not lost.

22 Fort McHenry: Birthplace of
America’s National Anthem
A key event in America’s history
comes alive for visitors to the fort
on Baltimore Harbor.
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Front cover:
   This month’s
cover features
Korean War vet
John A. Connolly.
     A member of
the 2nd Infantry
Division’s 23rd
Inf. Regt., Con-
nolly was hit by
enemy artillery

fire on Nov. 28, 1950, and ultimately
lost his left arm.
    This Veterans Day we salute all
those who have served the nation in
peace and war, and especially those
who have given their lives in that
service. — Photo by SSG Alberto
Betancourt
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46 Through an Artist’s Eyes
This soldier-artist helped record
the Army’s efforts in both peace
and war.

49 Thanksgiving Message
A holiday message from the
Army’s senior leaders.

24 The Army’s Floating Brigade
Ships based at an Indian Ocean
island carry a potent array of
Army combat power.

30 Island Focus
Life on isolated Diego Garcia can
be both challenging and rewarding
for U.S. military residents.

32 Tomorrow’s Classroom
A National Guard Bureau-NASA
partnership is delivering science
and space education programs to
students nationwide.

34 Special Assignment: Soto Cano
Soldiers at this little-known base
in Honduras handle an assortment
of important missions.
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